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Around 1924, 
Lahore Students 
Association 
decided that the 
Muslim Conference 
should have two 
wings one for the 
Kashmir valley 
and the other from 
Jammu region. 

The name of 
Sheikh Muhammad 
Abdullah first 
cropped up in 
those meetings 
as the prospective 
candidate for taking 
over the charge of 
Muslim Conference 
of Kashmir 


§DD®DCsOQ Abdullah: 

Personality a Politics 


T he ‘Mirwaiz House’ of 

Srinagar had providedfinancial 
support to Sheikh Abdullah 
when he joined Aligarh Muslim 
University where he obtained MSc 
degree and returned to Kashmir to be 
given the job of a teacher. However, 
he soon found that he was made for 
politics and not for serving, and looked 
for political space. In the course of 
his visits to Lahore, he came into 
contact with the leaders of Muslim 
Conference like Chowdhury Ghulam 
Abbas and Ibrahim Khan who were 
active in Mirpur and Poonch. Muslim 
Conference was active in Jammu as 
well though it drew strength from the 
area we today call Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK). Sheikh Abdullah 
joined Muslim Conference. 

Around 1924, Lahore Students 
Association decided that the Muslim 
Conference should have two wings 
one for the Kashmir valley and the 
other from Jammu region. The name 
of Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah first 
cropped up in those meetings as the 
prospective candidate for taking over 
the charge of Muslim Conference ot 
Kashmir. He was adequately qualified 
for the job. 

Thus 1924-25 was the time when 
Sheikh Abdullah began his political 
career as the leader of Muslim 
Conference in Kashmir valley. He 
remained closely associated with the 
Mirwaiz House of Srinagar because 
it was the epicentre of political 
activities, especially of Muslim 


Conference to which the Sheikh was 
now closely associated. Even the 
Mirwaiz House lent its support and 
goodwill to the Sheikh in running 
the study centre in Srinagar where 
matters pertaining to political 
developments in the state were 
frequently discussed. 

Realising that public contact 
formed the backbone of a people’s 
movement, Abdullah began 
embarked on massive campaigning 
of political ideology which demanded 
a responsible government besides the 
rights of the Muslims of the state. 
Abdullah was gifted with the art 
of reaching the masses of people 
and touching their sentiments. He 
focused on the vast peasantry in both 
regions of the state namely Kashmir 
and Jammu and took up the cause of 
doing away with feudalism, and the 
rights of the tillers of land. He did not 
initiate rebellion against the ruling 
structure but only concentrated on a 
populist and responsible government 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 

With the passage of time the 
Sheikh's popularity with the masses of 
Kashmiri people increased manifold. 
His speeches and activities figured 
prominently in the vernacular press. 
He received support from Kashmiri 
diaspora in Punjab and even the 
British Residency in Srinagar also 
took note of his political activities. 

Crucial turn of events 

We know that the A 11 India Muslim 
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theory of Jinnah at the hands of 
not his Hindu adversaries but 
an enlightened and emancipated 
segment of Muslims of the 
predominantly Muslim state of 
Jammu and Kashmir. It was the 
first massive rebuff to Jinnah. 

The Left in Kashmir 

By the fourth decade of 20th 
century, Soviet Union had become 
firm and formidable in its Marxist- 
Leninist ideology. Central Asia 
had been incorporated in the 
greater Soviet Union and the 
address of Lenin to the Peoples 
of the East (1919) was a landmark 
announcement that cleared all 
cobwebs of doubt about how 
the communist ideology would 
treat the Muslims of the East. 
Viewed in retrospect, nothing 
could promise the Muslims of 
the East anything better than 
what was envisaged by Marxism. 
Indian intelligentsia, especially 
the segment that was deeply 
involved in fighting the colonial 
power for liberating India, had 
accepted influence from the new 
progressive ideology brought by 
great ideologues like Marx and 


Lenin. 

Indian National Congress led 
by Gandhiji was at the peak of its 
struggle against colonial power 
and the pioneers of socialism kept 
themselves fully informed about 
the ins and outs of Congress’ 
struggle. Congress leadership 
and particularly Nehru had made 
no secret of their ideological 
closeness to socialism. Congress 
opened a special wing for Indian 
Muslim intellectuals to propagate 
socialist ideals among the 
Muslims of India stressing on the 
fact that Islamic social economy 
was very close to the ideals 
of Marxism-Leninism. Nehru 
opened the office of this branch 
in his own house "Anand Bhavan’ 
in Allahabad and Ashraf Ali, an 
emancipated Muslim intellectual 
from Rajasthan in charge of the 
cell. Ashraf Ali was asked to 
handle Kashmir in particular. He 
got into touch with the Kashmiri 
students at Allahabad University, 
groomed them in socialist 
philosophy and even kept Nehru’s 
personal library of which he was 
also the librarian at their disposal 
for study. It was this cell which 



Pi. Nehru with Sheikh Abdullah 


should be considered the founder 
of socialist ideology in Kashmir. 
Ms. Mahmuda Ahmad, G.M. 
Sadiq, N.N. Raina, Rajpuri, 
D.P. Dhar, Dwarkanath Kachru 
(once Nehru's private secretary) 
and Moti Lai Misri all were the 
beneficiaries of that school. 

Sheikh Abdullah was quick 
to grasp the relevance as well 
as importance of this school of 
thought to the freedom struggle 
in Kashmir. Poverty-stricken 
Kashmir could not wriggle out 
of present predicament unless 
the peasantry was rescued and 
labour class was given a chance. 
He embraced the Leftist presence 
and interaction with his National 
Conference. At one stage, the two 
were in close rapport so much so 
that Niranjan Nath Raina, the 
diehard Marxist, was made the 
general secretary of Srinagar 
District National Conference 
Committee. This is the same 
Raina about whom Joseph Corbel 
has made special mention as the 
Leftist ideologue behind National 
Conference. 

Under the influence of its 
stiong Leftist group. National 
Conference drew its Manifesto 
called Naya Kashmir in which it 
stated the broad contours of its 
economic social and agricultural 
policy. A London-based Fabien 
socialist B.P.L. Bedi and his 
wife Freda Bedi (an Irish citizen) 
were mentioned as the authors 
of Naya Kashmir, though Raina 
personally confided to this 
writer once that Naya Kashmir 
manifesto was his brainchild and 
that he had borrowed the major 
ideological sum and substance 
from the Constitution of the 
Soviet Republic of Uzbekistan. 
Many years later, when I was at 
the Centre of Central Asian 
Studies at the University of 
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Patel asked Nehru, “Do you want Kashmir or not?” Then turning 
to General Bucher, he said, “General, road or no road, winter or 
no winter, I want Indian troops in Srinagar before dawn 


Generalship. But coming to 
Maharaja Hari Singh, under 
whose orders he was detained for 
a couple of hours at the border 
town of Kuala, Nehru became 
so vengeful as to break his 
commitment, remove Maharaja 
Hari Singh and banish him from 
his state. He died a forlorn man 
in exile while Nehru anointed 
his friend as the inheritor of 
the ‘Sultanate of Kashmir’. 
Thus, Kashmir passed from 
one autocratic arrangement to 
another autocratic dispensation 
with a fake bookmark of “secular 
democracy” visibly impressed on 
her forehead. 

The final moment 

As late as 8 October 1947, the 
Sheikh’s last emissary to Jinnah 
returned to Srinagar empty 
handed. Not much is known about 
the whereabouts of the Sheikh 
between 22 and 26 October, the 
launching of the tribal attack 
and the fall of Baramulla. The 
grapevine has it that he was busy 
shifting his family to Indore 
to a safe and secure place. On 
26 October, while he was seen 
addressing a large crowd at 
Hazuri Bagh before his flight 
to New Delhi minutes later and 
trying to convince his audience 
that seeking assistance from India 
was the only option left, a crowd 
of over 2,000 people carrying 
Pakistani flags in their hands 
and chanting Pakistan zindabad 
marched past the Sheikh’s rally. 
The rallying crowd drawn from 
the rank and file of Muslim 
Conference was led by Mohiu’d 
Din Karra a staunch pro-Pakistani 
political activist from Batmaloo 
locality of Srinagar. 

At Tin !uirti 

In his last bid to make Nehru 


agree to send military aid to 
Kashmir, premier Mehar Chand 
Mahajan conveyed to Nehru 
that instructions to him from the 
Maharaja were that in case Gol 
declined Maharaja’s SOS, he 
would take a flight to Karachi to 
meet Jinnah and find a solution 
so as to stop the slaughter of 
innocent people in Kashmir. On 
hearing this, Nehru flew into his 
accustomed rage and yelled at 
Mahajan, “Go to hell wherever 
you want.” As Nehru’s outburst 
continued, Abdullah, who was 
waiting in the adjacent room, 
overheard it and stepped in to tell 
Nehru to calm down and listen to 
Mahajan patiently since it was a 
critical issue. 

Later that day, Nehru was 
almost silenced by the haranguing 
of three defence chiefs, all of 
them British, that militarily it 
was not possible to send relief 
troops to Kashmir at that point of 
time. They did not want to save 
Kashmir and even Mountbatten, 
presiding over the meeting kept 
neutral. All along the hour-long 
discussion, Sardar Patel, then 
Home Minister, had remained 
silent listening what was being 
said. At last, breaking his silence 
Patel asked Nehru, “Do you want 
Kashmir or not?” Then turning 
to General Bucher, he said, 
“General, road or no road, winter 
or no winter, I want Indian troops 
in Srinagar before dawn.” Bucher 
resigned the same evening and 
General Cariappa took over as 
Army chief. Next day before 
dawn, two companies of 1 Sikh LI 
landed at Damodar Vudar airport 
in Srinagar before dawn. The 


happiest man on that morning, 
who gave absolutely no indication 
of his happiness but maintained 
sphinx-like demeanour, was 
Sheikh Abdullah. 

Lake Success and thereafter 

As part of Indian delegation 
at Lake Success where the 
UN Security Council met to 
discuss India’s petition seeking 
intervention of the SC for 
withdrawal of tribesmen from 
Kashmir, Abdullah was shocked 
to know how much naive Nehru 
was to have come to beg justice 
at the SC. Although ultimately it 
was Jacob Malik of Russia who 
bailed out Gopalaswamy Iyengar, 
yet Abdullah decided to change 
the goalposts feeling that a weak 
and indecisive India would not 
be able to deliver the goods. 
Moreover, why should have 
American agencies missed the 
golden opportunity of sensitising 
the Sheikh about the crown of 
Kashmir sultanate waiting for 
the wearer. 

The Sheikh started his volte 
face with the beginning of the 
sessions ofthe Indian Constitution 
Assembly. He minced no words 
in telling his benefactor that if a 
clause of special status for J&K 
was not included in the Indian 
Constitution, he would walk 
out of the Indian Union. When 
Shiv Narayan Fotedar of J&K 
Legislative Council demanded 
that similar clause is incorporated 
in J&K Constitution to safeguard 
the interests ofthe Hindu minority 
of Kashmir, Nehru branded him 
a communalist. Nehru hated 
communalism which did not suit 
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him but liked the communalism 
that suited him. Yet Congressites 
projected him the towering icon 
of Indian secularism. 

Curtain falls 

Incorporation of Article 370 in 
the Indian Constitution somehow 
created an impression in the 
mind of Sheikh Abdullah that 
the stage was set for his Kashmir 
sultanate. The tone and tenor of 
his idiom changed and in his RS 
Pora speech in early 1953, he 
only threatened to walk out of 
the India Union. That spring he 
had held three secret meetings in 
Srinagar with Adlai Stevenson, 
the American Ambassador in 
New Delhi. This drama came to a 
close with his arrest and dismissal 
on the night of 8-9 August 1953. 

For next one decade, Abdullah 
remained out of political 
limelight. During those years 
of deportation, Nehru took care 
of the family of his friend while 
the Sheikh floated the Plebiscite 
Front in Kashmir through the 
instrumentality of his lieutenant 
Mirza Afzal Baig. This is the 
same Plebiscite Front, which 
after joining, first JKLF and 
later Hizbul Mjahideen, has been 
running anti-India secessionist 
movement since 1989. 

I happened to meet Maulana 
Masu’di in Bihama Ganderbal 
sometime in 1978. Those days 
NC musclemen had pelted held 
demonstrations against Mirwaiz 
Farooq and even stones were 
pelted on his house. This was a 
burning topic at that time and 
Maulana Masu’di talked about 
it. Out of curiosity, I asked 
him what had the NC done 
after the arrest of the Sheikh? I 
said whether he had or had not 
taken up the matter with Nehru 
personally. Here is what Maulana 


said, “We held a huge rally on the 
grounds of Mujahid Manzil in 
Srinagar. Speakers condemned 
the arbitrary dismissal and arrest 
of the Sheikh. I also condemned 
it. A young man stood up from 
audience and loudly shouted 
that they would take up the gun 
to fight the Indians. I was upset 
and told him to get lost. This 
was young Dr. Farooq Abdullah. 
Some days later, I went to Delhi 
and met Nehru in his study room. 
I asked him why he had taken 
the hasty step of dealing with 
Sheikh Abdullah, and why he 
did not take into account the 
consequence of that decision. 
Panditji listened to me very 
patiently, dropped his head for 
a few minutes saying nothing. 
And when he raised his head, I 
found tears coming out of his 
eyes. In a choked voice he said: 
Maulana sahib, Sheikh Abdullah 
has stabbed me in my back.” 
Adding a cryptic comment, 
the Maulana said that this was 
real Sheikh Abdullah. Very few 
people know that the Sheikh had 
once sent a letter to Col. Nasser 
°f Egypt exhorting him to 
convince Nehru to divide 
Kashmir along communal lines. 
This letter has been published 
as appendix to a volume titled 
Insights into Contemporary 
politics of Kashmir by Pandit 
Reshi Dev. 

A week before his death in May 
1964, Nehru sent Shei k h Abdullah 
to Ayub Khan of Pakistan to 
propose a confederation of India, 
Pakistan and J&K, the brainchild 
of the Sheikh. He received cold 
shoulder from Ayub and then 
the Sheikh went to Muzaffarabd 
to try PoK leadership. Before 
anything could be known, Nehru 
died and the Sheikh returned post 
baste to Delhi. 


The finale 

With the passing away of Nehru, 
the Sheikh lost his support 
structure in New Delhi. The 
results of Bangladesh war of 
1972 were too shocking and too 
dismaying for the Sheikh. He 
found himself reconciled to the 
realities of ground situation. He 
sent feelers to Indira Gandhi who 
manipulated his return to power 
almost illegally in 1975. His 
contribution during his second 
stint as the Chief Minister of 
Kashmir was only that he ironed 
out his life-long differences with 
Jama’at-i-Islami in Kashmir and 
established liaison with the Saudi 
intelligence agencies that had 
been active in Kashmir for quite 
some time. 

The entire city of Srinagar 
and crowds from villages made 
up the largest funeral procession 
of Sheikh Abdullah, only second 
to that of Col. Nasser of Egypt 
in contemporary history of the 
world. The Sheikh was buried by 
the bank of the Dal Lake in close 
proximity of Hazratbal mosque. 
Breaking the established protocol, 
the President and the Prime 
Minister of India both attended 
the funeral in Srinagar. That 
was in 1982. Eight years later, 
when Pakistan-sponsored armed 
insurgency broke out in Kashmir, 
millions of indoctrinated Kashmir 
youth tried to desecrate the grave 
of their erstwhile hero and exhume 
his body for defilement. It were 
the gallant jawans of Indian Army 
that forestalled the vandalizing 
adventure of Kashmiri youth. 
Ever since, a 24-hour vigil by 
Indian Army is mounted in place 
at the grave of the Sheikh. This is 
what the crowds of Srinagar city 
are. n 

Contact - 9469650591 
knp627iLVgmail.com 





